
Friends of Wanstead Parklands  

The first of many? Friends of 

Wanstead Parklands Annual 

Gala Dinner 

We recently held our first Annual 

Gala Dinner at the Wanstead and 

Snaresbrook Cricket Club. We were 

celebrating our successful summer 

of events, our achievements to 

date, and also to welcome in the 

autumn; which is a spectacular 

time in  Wanstead Park a colour 

show that rivals even the springtime 

bluebells. 

It was also the 125th anniversary of 

Agatha Christie so with  a tenuous 

link of a Professor Wanstead a char-

acter in her book entitled Nemesis 

we took that as our theme.   

The evening started with a glass of 

fizz and canapés all beautifully pre-

sented  followed by a splendid 

three course meal, live music and 

entertainment with the Woodhouse 

Players, a raffle and a cash bar.  

Dress code was smart with optional 

1920s, Agatha Christie theme, 

which many dressed up to! 

 The whole venue was decorated 

with memorabilia from the times 

including 75rpm records as place-

mats which caused a great deal of 

comment especially when it was 

discovered one was a 1927 record-

ing of an old English folk dance 

called "Epping Forest".  

You will be pleased to 

hear it was  presented it to 

the Epping Forest archive 

on behalf of the Friends, 

and it now has its own 

page on eHive - 

https://ehive.com/

account/4145/

object/565713 

 

It seems the tune was first noted 

down around 1670. 

 

If you missed out on the fun this year 

we will, I hope,  see you at the Gala 

Dinner next year! 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

FWP Committee Meetings 

Wednesday 13th January,  

9th March  

Venue:  Wanstead Golf 

Club 

Time 7.30 
 

FWP A.G.M.   

Tuesday 24th February 

Venue: Wanstead Golf 

Club  

Time: 7:00 for 7:30 

Come along and meet    

fellow members—see inside 

for details of the evening. 

 

Wren Group Activities 

Practical Work 

Sunday 3rd January 

Venue: Aldersbrook Stables  

Times: 10am to 12:30 
 

Bramble clearing in Bluebell 

Wood   

Thursday 7th & 14th January   

Time: 10am -1pm  

Contact: Alan 020 8989 

5898.  

Bring gloves and secateurs 

Waterbird Count   

Sunday 17th January 

Times: 10am 

Venue: Tea Hut Wanstead 

Park 
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EDITORS RAMBLINGS  

Christmas  celebrations will be over by the time 

you read this and New Year resolutions will be 

being made. I know I speak on behalf of all the 

committee when we wish you all a Happy, 

Healthy and hopefully Prosperous New Year. 

Our website is being updated to show you the 

present committee members and a little about 

their areas of expertise and personal reasons for 

becoming members. We are  expecting a year 

just as busy and successful as the last.  

Our A G M in February will be a celebration for 

members, friends and families  sharing our 

achievements. We have interesting speakers and 

the evening will end with a firework display! Even 

though this is a free event please remember to 

register . 

 

We are pleased to welcome our new Associate 

Members groups who believe in our ideals of  

furthering our nationally important Grade II* listed 

landscape for the benefit of all. If you belong to 

other groups perhaps you will consider joining us? 

Benefits include reduced cost for FOWPL and 

other associated groups and knowing that you 

will be part of sustaining the park for the future. 

Members really do make a difference. 

We in turn support the aims and activities of our 

Associate members, liaising with both national 

and local interest groups and there is also lots of 

practical work including grant chasing and event 

planning  

Diane Gardner 
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CALLING ALL MEMBERS : 

Membership Secretary required  

All details you would need are entered onto a spreadsheet Amy our previous volunteer sorted everything.  

Thank you Amy. The job entails inputting new members details and sending reminders to members to re-

new. It would be great if you could attend most monthly committee meetings, currently held at Wanstead 

Golf Club on the second Wednesday of the month. There would be an occasional need to pay money in 

the bank if cheques are received and to liaise with PayPal  for those who choose to pay their membership 

that way, there would also be occasions where members join or renew at ‘Fairs’ by paying cash but that 

money would normally be banked for you. And the details emailed to you.  All letters for new and renew-

ing members are already drafted and can in most instances be set out via email. We are friendly and it is 

fun being part of ever increasingly  popular Friends Group. 

 

The autumn waterbird count in Wanstead Park was a great success, with two  

record counts for a WeBS day: 74  Shoveler and 32 Wigeon.  

In addition, 319 Gadwall also represented a good figure, although a little down 

on the figure for the last two Decembers. 58 Moorhens was an indication of a 

good breeding season, but 80 Coots reflected the exact opposite. There were 

six Teal on the Ornamental Water. As expected, with water levels so low, diving 

duck numbers were very low, with just seven Pochard and 33 Tufted Duck.  

Wren Wildlife and Conservation Group  http://www.wrengroup.org.uk/home-page/ 
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FURTHER DATES TO NOTE  

Further Wren Group Activity 

Practical Work in Wanstead Park  

Sunday 7th February 

Time: 10am –12:30  

 

Waterbird Count  

Sunday 8th March  

Time: 10am   

Venue: at the Tea Hut  
 

City of London Epping Forest Events  

The Temple Wanstead Park  

Permanent exhibition (during Temple open-

ing hours) 

Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays, 

10am – 3pm  
 

The Temple tells the story of Wanstead Park from the Roman era right up to 

the present.  

Discover the fascinating history of the ‘lost’ Roman villa by examining sec-

tions of painted wall plaster and pieces of mosaic, explore the story of the 

regency romance gone wrong that led to the downfall and destruction of 

the estate and examine the catalogue from the 1822 auction that spelled 

the end for Wanstead House. 

Displays also include the battered remains of statues that were once the 

glory of the gardens and a large variety of hats from different periods of 

Wanstead’s history for the whole family to try on. From Roman helmets to 

Victorian bonnets, our hats will transport you through time! 

February Forest Fun 16-18th February  

Time:  11:00 start 

Cost: No booking required, some activities may be charged. 

Join us in the woods for a host of fun activities to brighten up February half 

term. 

 

Memento: Sound Walk Wanstead Park 

Put on your headphones.  Switch on your senses. 

 

A sound walk opening up a personal side of Wanstead Park. Local  

voices gently guide you around and let you into their memories. 

Spare 45 minutes - come alone or with others!  

 

Download at ScreenDeep or ask for devices and headphones 

at Wanstead and Aldersbrook Libraries.  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

We have had a great year 

in 2015, with plenty of new 

members.  

 

Your subscriptions are vital 

to continuing the great 

work to preserve and    

improve the park, and the 

New Year is a good time 

to check whether your      

subscription is up to date.   

 

Renewing is very quick 

and simple, and payment  

may be made by cheque, 

or online via our website 
(see the website for details) 

 

Lifetime membership is a 

wonderful way to support 

the park, and for £50 you 

will never have to think 

about renewals again.   

 

If you would prefer to pay 

yearly, then membership is 

just £5 for individuals, or 

£10 for a household.  For 

this you will continue to 

receive our newsletters, 

and special discounts on 

Friends events.   

 

We are always delighted 

to receive additional     

donations from those 

among our fine body of 

existing members who are 

feeling generous.   

 

Donations may also be 

made by cheque or 

online.   

 

Thank you all for your     

support so far.   

 

We hope you have a very 

happy start to 2016, and 

continue to enjoy our 

magnificent park.   
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Notice for A.G.M for the Friends 

of Wanstead Parklands  
 

The AGM to attend and be seen at  

          24th Wednesday February 2016 

Introduction by our Chairman Dwight Wood  

A must come event with a key note speaker and a few words 

from John Cryer MP who represents the Parliamentary Support 

Group for Wanstead Park  

    A short talk about a Wanstead Park Token from a member of the              

Ilford Historical Society  

Geraldine Roberts author of The Angel and the Cad 

 

Firework Display Spectacular  

 

Free for members the £5.00 fee for non-members  includes membership  

Fine wine plus other food and drink available  

 

All to celebrate our achievements and have a good time 
 

Place: Wanstead Golf Club Overton Drive. 

Time: 7 for 7.30 prompt start 
 

Your event URL is http://www.eventbrite.com/e/agm-to-be-seen-at-friends-of-wanstead-park-

tickets-19359550938  
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The seemingly natural landscape of Wanstead Park has been artfully con-

trived over many centuries as successive landowners have attempted to 

leave their imprint upon the area, by creating lakes and specifically planting 

trees. It is this mixture of different tree species, some native to this country but 

with additions from other parts of the world that create such a wonderful 

backdrop to a stroll within the Park. 

In the first quarter of the 18th century formal gardens with high maintenance 

geometric beds were fashionable around the grand houses.  As the century 

progressed, these establishments were enlarged to accommodate changes 

in taste and the increasing fashion for entertaining on a lavish scale.  Visitors 

spilled outside as the layout of the gardens now included expanses of less 

formal areas with specific plantings of trees and shrubs creating shady 

woodland walks and discrete arbours often with carefully positioned statues 

to provide a focal point for lively discussions.  

This was certainly true of the layout at Wanstead as in 1736 John Loveday of 

Caversham records:  ‘the Garden just in view from the house is truly wild and 

Rural, a very spacious Lawn just before the house – Woods about it – Water 

at the bottom of the View; the River runs through the Water.  Here are some 

fine Walks under Arbours of Trees, statues placed in other parts.  Woods and 

the River bound on side of the Garden, a fine prospect of a woody  Coun-

trey in every way’.   

A few years later in 1748 the Swedish naturalist Pehr Kalm gives his descrip-

tion of the gardens: ‘Around the house there is on one side a large and 

beautiful garden with manifold allies, promenades, trees clipped and hewn 

in all sorts of ways, several summer-houses, orangeries, forcing-houses, ruins, 

and arches of bent trees. In a word, all that can be required and produced 

by art in a garden. For a long distance, towards all sides, there were planted 

in allées, rows, and other forms, all sorts of trees’. 

These descriptions of the gardens at Wanstead show that the development 

of Sir Richard Child’s grand estate was in the vanguard of the trend to in-

clude the wider landscape surrounding such a magnificent house by using 

the deliberate plantings of trees to create individual spaces and longer   

vistas linking the house to its surrounding landscape. The trees planted then 

included Elms, Hornbeams, Sweet Chestnuts and Yews.   

2016 marks the tercentenary of the birth of Lancelot Capability Brown. After 

serving his apprenticeship as a gardener’s boy in Northumberland he 

moved Buckinghamshire and by 1741 he was employed by Lord Cobham at 

Stowe where he worked with William Kent. (William Kent had worked on the 

internal decoration of Sir Richard Child’s new house at Wanstead). Brown 

married Kent’s daughter and went on to found his own landscape garden-

ing practice. He was a prodigious worker and rose to prominence after 1750 

as he was able to make good use of specific trusted contractors to carry out 

his plans for many large estates where he created lakes and great lawns 

adorned with carefully placed groups of trees to enhance the vistas across 

the landscape.   More to follow ………………….Tricia Moxey  

Wanstead Park and its Trees  
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There are plenty of health 

walks  organised by the City 

of London and Redbridge 

Council.   

In Wanstead park walks take 

place on Thursdays.  

Meet : at the Park Entrance 

at Warren Road Car Park  

Time : 11am  

7th January  

21st January  

25th February  

They usually take the form of 

an hour long walk and will 

cover 2.5 to 3 miles.  

 

All welcome just turn up! 
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Find us at http://www.wansteadpark.org.uk/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/46936535702/ 

Contact us at wanstead.parklands@googlemail.com 

FRIENDS OF WANSTEAD PARKLANDS:  

In 2009 a group of local people reactivated the 

dormant Friends of Wanstead Parklands group to 

raise public awareness of the history and        

ecology of Wanstead Park and to campaign for 

its preservation and enhancement. Wanstead 

Park is where Epping Forest meets east London.  

 

For an area so close to residential development, 

there is an abundant variety of plant, animal and 

other natural life, as well as more than a hundred 

bird species (around fifty breeding there). The 

varied habitats include lakes and ponds,       

woodlands, open rough grassland and mown 

playing fields. The Park's history is also                 

extraordinary.  

 

It was the site of Colen Campbell's great       

Wanstead House, built from 1715 for the Child 

family, and demolished in 1824. The grounds - of 

which important features remain - were one of 

the finest examples of English Landscape     

Movement of the 18th Century (the Park is now 

listed Grade 2*). A previous house was occupied 

by Elizabeth's minister Robert Dudley, Earl of 

Leicester. Recent work has demonstrated that 

Wanstead Park has been occupied since pre-

Roman times. 

STOP PRESS: 

as always your committee 

welcomes new members – 

several key posts are vacant 

including; 

Hon Secretary 
 

Membership Secretary 
 

Events Coordinator 
 

 

W e  w o u l d  w e l c o m e           

volunteers willing to take on 

either portfolios or individual 

tasks. All are welcome to  

attend our monthly meetings 

to meet us and see how we 

work. You will not be pressed 

to do anything you don’t 

wish to!  

 

Congratulations to  

Peter Robin Adams 

Verderer, Epping Forest 

Member of the Order of the 

British Empire  

For voluntary services to the 

Conservation of Flora and 

Fauna in south-west Essex 

and east London.  

(Loughton, Essex) 

http://www.wansteadpark.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/46936535702/

