Friends of Wanstead Parklands

NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2015

Images of Nature
4th-26th July
The Friends are delighted to have
been invited to curate the 2015
summer exhibition at The Temple.
The Friends' previous exhibitions
have been heritage-related, but
on this occasion we wished to
celebrate the natural aspect of
the park with a display of images
of its flora and fauna. We are very
grateful to the talented local
photographers who have offered
their work.

Wanstead Park Festival
This year marks two important
anniversaries for Wanstead Park.
It was three hundred years ago
that Sir Richard Child began the
construction of the second,
Palladian, Wanstead House to
designs by the young Scottish
architect Colen Campbell.
A century later, in 1815, Wanstead
Park was the scene of extravagant
celebrations following the Battle of
Waterloo. The victorious allied
commander, the Duke of Wellington, was uncle of the then owner,
William Pole-Tylney-Long-Wellesley.
The current year may also prove to
be a significant milestone in the
park's history.

Years of patient work will culminate when plans for Wanstead
Park's regeneration are submitted
to the City of London for approval.
So it is with both the past and the
future in mind that the partners in
the Wanstead Park Project have
organised a special programme of
events to celebrate this unique
open space, historic landscape
and natural oasis.
The Festival opened on the 30th
May and continues until 30th
August.
There will be three months of
events and entertainment.
It opened with Acoustic Tent, an
afternoon of music and picnicking
in the Temple garden. It drew a
good crowd - and despite the
dark skies the rain held off.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
FWP Committee Meeting
Tuesday 25th August
7:30 Wanstead Golf Club
The Friends of Wanstead
Parklands Walk
Sunday 25th July
Venue: St Mary's Church
Time: 10:30
History Tour of St Mary's
Church, Overton Drive, E11
Wanstead, and Wanstead
Golf Course. (donation to
the church)
Wanstead Park Festival
Music in Wanstead Park
Saturday 18th July
Venue: The Temple
Time: 2:00-9:00
Live music with Coal Porters
(bluegrass), Wanstead Rock
Choir, and dance band Shaftesbury Avenue. Family activities:
Spider Mountain, bubble football, ferret racing, live snakes,
travelling theatre, rural crafts and
stalls run by Aldersbrook Families
Association:
see www.aldersbrook.info for
ticket details.
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Walk draws a good crowd
The Epping Forest Outdoor Group (EFOG) walk, which was part of
the WPF was attended by about 25 people. Led by Pam Fleisch,
the theme was to explore and celebrate the natural aspects of
Wanstead Park.
A Group formed over 50 years ago for people interested in a range
of activities in the outdoors. They arrange something for most weekends, with walking and cycling being the most frequent activities,
but also have a range of social events.

The Angel and the Cad
The recent book launch event for “The Angel and the Cad” at Wanstead Library was a full house,
and was described by the Newham Bookshop organiser as their biggest ever event.
Author Geraldine Roberts focused mainly on the process by which her book
came to be written, on the basis that a local audience was probably familiar
with the story of the protagonists. She said that her research had followed
three main avenues – surviving correspondence from Catherine LongWellesley at the Ilford Local Studies Library, newspaper reports, and affidavits
and trial transcripts from the 1820s. Together, these had allowed her to create
a multi-layered account of Catherine’s life and to make the case that it had a
wider significance and contemporary relevance. The interest shown in the
book by a wide cross-section of the media seemed to support this.
Geraldine mentioned that a subsidiary reason for her interest in the story was that she had always
known Wanstead Park. She hoped that focusing attention on its rich history might be helpful, given
the fact that it was on Historic England’s “At Risk” register. She said that she and her husband Greg
supported the work of the Friends of Wanstead Parklands, and she was also grateful for the support
and encouragement she had received in return.
The question and answer session was quite prolonged and lively, reflecting the audience’s interest
both in the book itself and in a local author “hitting the big time” with a major publisher. An inevitable
question was whether anyone had shown interest in making the story into a film. Geraldine said there
had indeed been interest from several quarters, though matters were as yet at an early stage........
Meticulously researched and rich with dazzling detail, The Angel and the Cad is a gripping and tragic
tale of love and drama that twists and turns until the final page.
“Geraldine Roberts elegantly combines the skills of an archival historian, immersed in original documents, with those of a talented detective sleuth, painstakingly following the trail of hints and clues to
produce a compelling and utterly believable story from the past.” — Professor Lisa Jardine.
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FURTHER DATES TO NOTE
Wanstead Park Bat Walk Thursday 30th July
Meet 8:30 outside the Tea Hut (free event,
run by Wren Wildlife and Conservation
Group).
Exhibition: The Temple Over Time 1st August27th September
Exploring its different uses since it was built in
the 1760s during Temple opening hours
(Note: weekends and bank holidays only
12:00-5:00pm).
Gilberts and Sullivan's Iolanthe Sunday 2nd
August
Gates open 2pm, Starts 3pm, in the Temple Enclosure
Gilberts and Sullivan's The Sorcerer's Apprentice Wednesday 12th August
Gates open 2pm, Starts 3pm, in the Temple Enclosure.
Wanstead Golf Club annual open golf competition Sunday 16th August
Wanstead Golf Club Overton Drive, Wanstead E11 2LW (prestigious ranking
event: for details check www.wansteadgolf.org.uk
Wanstead Park Guided History Walk Sunday 16th August
Meet Warren drive car park 11am- 1 pm: for start details
check www.wansteadpark.org.uk. Free event, run by Friends of Wanstead
Parklands, led by local historian Richard Amopp

ANGEL AWARDS
Dear Friends of Wanstead
Parklands
The Friends of Wanstead
Parklands were recently
nominated for an Historic
England Angel Award.
We received almost 100
applications and we have
now carefully considered
them all against the
published eligibility and fit
criteria on the Historic
England website.
The competition this year
was extremely tough and
unfortunately, the
nomination has not been
shortlisted for an Award.
However, as a reflection of

Wildflower walk
hidden beauties

the quality of the application submitted, the Friends
will be receiving a
certificate of recognition
for your efforts in rescuing
Wanstead Park.
With best wishes,

Tortoise Shieldbug

The Angels Team.
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Gala Dinner Friends of Wanstead Parklands
Arranged by the Friends of Wanstead Parklands (committee)
Saturday 10th October 2015
19:00 -23:00
There are lots of celebrations in the Park this
summer and without losing momentum we are
holding a Gala Dinner at Wanstead Cricket
Club Overton Drive, E11 2LW

Tickets must be booked please, so we can
keep hold of numbers, please pay either a
committee member or book via Eventbrite, see
below

This will be a meet and greet with canapés and
a drink, a three course meal and live music.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gala-dinnerfriends-of-wanstead-park-tickets-17694976150

Tickets: £40.00 non members……...Members
bonus only £35.00.

If you have questions about Gala Dinner
Friends of Wanstead Park? Please contact
Friends of Wanstead Parklands

Editor’s ramblings.
There is so much happening over the summer months,
and although we have had some showers we are
now enjoying glorious weather. There is a wealth of
flora and fauna to explore either in a contemplative
stroll alone, with the family or by joining one of the

many organized walks.
The annual Aldersbrook Families Association is 18th
July, be sure to come and enjoy the fun – see poster
As we go to print we are awaiting the response from
the City of London to the recent public consultation
on Wanstead Parklands ran from 23 February - 8
March 2015. Our FWPL committee meeting will be
25th August
Make sure you put all the festival events in your diary
and join us for the Gala Dinner in October.
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OPEN AIR THEATRE IN WANSTEAD PARK
It just wouldn’t be the summer without packing up a picnic and
heading outside to enjoy some Open Air Theatre. But did you know
you can enjoy this great British pastime right here on your doorstep. In
July and August, the grounds of The Temple, in Wanstead Park, will
become the fabulous setting for a series of performances by acclaimed theatre group, Illyria, an equality outdoor touring company.
Wanstead Park, once the extravagant grounds of Wanstead House, is
no stranger to outdoor theatre. In its eighteenth century heyday,
Wanstead Park included two amphitheatres, and elaborate gothic
amusements were held in front of the grotto and the fortifications.
Audiences would have enjoyed lavish spectacles and entertainment. Indeed, Epping Forest has a strong heritage when it comes to
theatre, with Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ first performed at Copped Hall in 1594. Proudly continuing this theatrical
association, the City of London Corporation are very pleased to present the following Open Air Theatre productions at The Temple in
Wanstead Park:

WALKING FOR HEALTH
We organise weekly walks
all through the year. In the
summer months there are
also walks from Hainault
Forest Country Park.
For those looking for something more specific, we
also have a recovery walk
on the 1st Sunday of every
month specifically for those
suffering or recovering from
long term illness or inactivity. These walks are no
longer than 30minutes and
have plenty of rest stops
should you need.

‘Iolanthe’, by Gilbert and Sullivan: Gilbert and Sullivan’s most magical
comic opera is set half in fairyland, half in Westminster. Its surprisingly
topical satire pokes fun at love, class and politics and many believe
its sumptuous harmonies to be the most beautiful Sullivan wrote. It
gets the complete Illyria treatment, faithfully performed by a reduced
cast with a live piano accompaniment. Sunday 2 August, Gates open
at 2pm, performance starts at 3pm.
‘The Sorcerer’s Apprentice’ (traditional), adapted by Oliver Gray:
Bored of chores, the Apprentice waves a wand and a broom magically fetches water. But what is the spell to make it stop? Perhaps
sawing it in half is the only solution? The show features the original music by Dukas, as featured in Fantasia; more water than you have ever
seen in a play before, and eye popping magical illusions designed by
the world famous illusionist, Paul Daniels. Exciting and magical family
fun! Wednesday 12 August, gates open at 2pm, performance starts
at 3pm.

Thursdays walking for
health

So, dust down the wicker basket, roll up the picnic blanket, chill the
bubbly, perhaps pack a brolly (just in case!) and enjoy some great
entertainment in the stunning setting of Epping Forest.

Thursday August 20th

Ticket prices are £14.95 adult, £8.95 child (3-16), £3.95 infants. Family
tickets are also available (£45 for two adults and two children, £40 for
two adults, one child and one infant). To book, please telephone 020
7332 1911, or please visitwww.illyria.uk.com.

Meet Park Entrance Warren
Road 11am

Thursday July 23rd

http://
www.walkingforhealth.org.
uk/sites/default/files/Walk%
20timetable%20current.pdf

Early booking is recommended to avoid disappointment. Refreshments available to purchase on the day (cash only).
For more information on Wanstead Park or for details of other exciting
events in Epping Forest please visitwww.cityoflondon.gov.uk/
eppingforest or follow Epping Forest on Twitter @COLEppingForest.
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Find us at http://www.wansteadpark.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/46936535702/
Contact us at wanstead.parklands@googlemail.com

STOP PRESS:
as always your committee
welcomes new members –
several key posts are vacant
including;
Hon. Secretary
Events Coordinate
We
would
welcome
volunteers willing to take on
either portfolios or individual
tasks. All are welcome to
attend our monthly meetings
to meet us and see how we
work. You will not be pressed
to do anything you don’t
wish to!
The City of London
Corporation

is considering action after
nearly 100 fish have been
found dead in the last week
in a park's pond.
The corporation has
launched an investigation
after receiving reports of
high numbers of fish deaths
in Perch Pond, within the
Park.
The numbers that have died
so far have been monitored
since the first deaths of 12 fish
last Sunday (5th July).

FRIENDS OF WANSTEAD PARKLANDS:
In 2009 a group of local people reactivated the
dormant Friends of Wanstead Parklands group to
raise public awareness of the history and
ecology of Wanstead Park and to campaign for
its preservation and enhancement. Wanstead
Park is where Epping Forest meets east London.

For an area so close to residential development,
there is an abundant variety of plant, animal and
other natural life, as well as more than a hundred
bird species (around fifty breeding there). The
varied habitats include lakes and ponds,
woodlands, open rough grassland and mown
playing fields. The Park's history is also
extraordinary.

It was the site of Colen Campbell's great
Wanstead House, built from 1715 for the Child
family, and demolished in 1824. The grounds - of
which important features remain - were one of
the finest examples of English Landscape
Movement of the 18th Century (the Park is now
listed Grade 2*). A previous house was occupied
by Elizabeth's minister Robert Dudley, Earl of
Leicester. Recent work has demonstrated that
Wanstead Park has been occupied since preRoman times.

