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The work of the partnership was
carried out by two committees:
the Steering Group, which dealt
The A.G.M. was held at Wanstead
with strategic issues; and the
Cricket Club on 25 February and
Liaison Group which dealt with
was very well attended. 44 names
day-to-day management. The
were on the attendance list, but
latter also included representafrom my rough headcount on the
tives of the Aldersbrook Families
evening that understates the real
Association and the Wren Group.
total. Following the main business
of the evening, Wanstead Park
Mr Wilkinson said that a meeting
Project Manager Peter Wilkinson
had been held with Michael
gave a presentation about the
Murray of the Heritage Lottery
draft "Parkland Plan" on display
Fund (HLF), at which was disset out the context, and explain
cussed what should be included
what would happen next.
in a grant application if one
materialised. Mr Murray had said
the HLF would welcome an
application for Wanstead Park,
and was keen to see plans
developed. However, these
needed to be based on a “vision”
for the park. The Steering Group's
response was to develop a
“Parkland Plan”, which could take
Mr Wilkinson said that the previous anything between 5 and 25 years
year he had focused on the
to implement based on the fundevolution of the partnership
ing options adopted.
between the various stakeholders.
To bring the “Parkland Plan” to
These comprised the City of
fruition, the Steering Group had
London, Wanstead Sports
appointed Landscape Design
Grounds Ltd., the Parish of
Associates (LDA), paid for by the
Wanstead, the Friends, the
City of London. LDA had started
boroughs of Redbridge and
work before Christmas, and had a
Waltham Forest, English Heritage,
tight three month schedule to
Thames Water and the Environcomplete the project.
ment Agency.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
FWP Committee Meeting
Wednesday 13th May 10th
June & 15th July
7:30 Wanstead Golf Club
Come along and meet
fellow members and
supporters for a drink
The Friends of Wanstead
Parklands Walk
14th June in Bush Wood
and 25th July
FWP Litter Pick
Sunday 26th April
11:00 at The Temple.

Wren Group: Skylark walks
Saturday 55th April
Saturday 2nd May
10.30 from Centre Road
Car Park.

Friends of Wanstead Parklands
Mr Wilkinson introduced the display. He said that
LDA's plan celebrated the uniqueness of the
landscape and waterscape, and recognised the
park's potential not only as a place of tranquillity,
but one which could accommodate a variety of
activities and fun. The plan would be presented
in a form that would fit the requirements of the
HLF, and would also address the concerns of
English Heritage (shortly to become Historic England) with a view to getting the park off the “At
Risk” register, on which it had been placed in
2009.
In the meantime, the draft plan had been put
out for public feedback to get local people
more involved. The deadline for this was short, as
had LDA needed to finalise its proposal by the
end of March.
Mr Wilkinson said there were two options 1. If a lottery bid was made, the main priorities of
the Parkland Plan could be achieved over 5-6
years.
2. If the City opted for a self-funded regeneration
of Wanstead Park, the plan would still guide the
progress of the work, but the time-scale would
necessarily be much longer.
Although the Parkland Plan was informed by a
potential lottery bid, there was no assumption
that one would be made.
He concluded by urging members and supporters of the Friends to give feedback.

There were four venues: Wanstead House
Wanstead Golf Course The Temple and
All You Read is Love Bookshop Leytonstone
The displays had lots of visitors, lots of interest,
and lots of comments not all supportive or
complimentary!!!
I covered Wanstead House from 10:00-2:00 for
three days, good tea and biscuits, and a diverse
client group offering classes in Latin, Flower
Arranging, Conversational French. History talks,
Music Making for tots, Dressmaking, Painting and
Drawing that all in the time I was there!
All You Read is Love Bookshop a pop up that
hopes to be permanent, at least they are planning to install ceilings and a loo! Meanwhile they
have stock of new and second-hand books,
relaxed décor to die for and a fantastic range of
food and drinks, and an added plus of free WiFi. I
covered two days one just for the morning 10:00
to mid-day but when I realised what a fantastic
venue it was returned the next day 10:00 through
to 4:00. Lot’s of local people, some looking for a
space to work, mum’s and babies meetings,

Ed.

Richard Arnopp.
Thursdays Walking for Health

Meet Park Entrance Warren Road 11am
21st May 4th June
They usually take the form of an hour long
walk and will cover 2.5 to 3 miles.

For the more adventurous there are nine way
walks and runs marked as trails through
Epping Forest.

http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-toInformation about the City of London Health do/green-spaces/epping-forest/sportsWalks for 2015 should be available on City of events-and-activities/Pages/walking-andrunning.aspx
London website soon, but if not telephone
one of their Visitor Centres.
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FURTHER DATES TO NOTE

"Tijou" ironwork at
Wanstead

WANSTEAD PARK FESTIVAL EVENTS
planned for June, July, 2015:
Sunday May 31st

Acoustic Tent picnic afternoon in the Temple Garden
2pm- 5pm (free with donations)

Saturday 6th June

Free guided Walk with EFOG (Epping Forest Out
door Group)

6 -28 June

Temple Exhibition: Essex in the Forest: Flora & Fauna
(Essex Art Club paintings)

Sunday 14th June

Park Guided History Walk 11am - 1pm (free
event) www.wansteadpark.org.uk

Thursday18 June

Evening Wren Group Wildflower Walk (free event)

Sunday 21st June

Acoustic Tent picnic afternoon in the Temple Garden
2pm-5pm (free with donations)

Friday 26 June

Wren Group evening Bat Walk & Moth Trap (free
event)

Saturday 27th June

Wren Group Midsummer Bioblitz on Wanstead Flats:
pond dip, grasses walk, skylark walk (free events)

Sunday 28 June

Wren Group Midsummer Bioblitz in Wanstead Park:
dawn chorus walk, displays, children's crafts &
minibeasts, pond dips, tree walk, park walks (free
events)

Saturday 11 July

'Poetry in the Park': 2-4pm Poetry afternoon at the
Temple: (free event)

Thursday 16th

Shakespeare's 'The Taming of the Shrew' (starts 7pm,
ticketable event)

Saturday18 July

Music in Wanstead Park, 2pm-9pm - ticketable event

Sunday 26th July

Church & Golf Course History Tour starts 10.30am
(free, with donation to church)

4 – 26 July

Temple Exhibition Wanstead Park Community
Exhibition (An exhibition by local community groups)

Thursday 30 July

Wren Group Bat Walk
(free event)

The pair of ornamental
gate-piers, in a style
reminiscent of Jean Tijou,
which were long used as
gate-posts outside
Wanstead Golf Club, were
traditionally said to have
come from the Bowling
Green to the east of
Wanstead House.
They have now been
beautifully restored and
relocated at the end of
the path leading down to
the house site.
Here you can see the
detail close up.

WALL STEET JOURNAL
12thDecember 2014
An article about Illegal
Foraging for Fungi in
Epping Forest has
appeared in the above
paper Senior Forest Keeper
Nick Baker talks about zero
tolerance since
‘commercial’ gangs have
been stripping the forest.
In all there were nineteen
successful prosecutions
last year.
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Save our Skylark
The Skylark is a small,
streaked brown bird, larger
than a sparrow but smaller
than a Starling. They are a
ground-nesting bird, which
breed from March to September and advertise their
territories by a spectacular
song-flight, during which the
bird rises almost vertically with rapid wing-beats,
hovering for several minutes and then parachuting
down. Song flights of up to one hour have been
recorded, and the birds can reach 1,000 feet
before descending.
Due to pressure from increasing visitor numbers to
parklands and notably from dogs not being kept
under control, the Skylark population has declined
rapidly over the last 5 years.
We are extremely fortunate to have the closest
population of Skylark to central London on
Wanstead Flats. There are notices around
Wanstead Flats advising visitors with dogs to keep
them on a short lead and to stay on the paths
during the nesting season.
Please take notice of these signs as the Skylark is a
fully protected species under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), which makes
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it an offence to kill, injure or
take an adult Skylark, or to
take, damage or destroy an
active nest or its contents.
There is further information
available at the following link
on the Wanstead Skylarks.

http://wansteadbirding.blogspot.co.uk/p/
wansteads-iconic-birds-2-skylark.html
The Wren Conservation Group has organised a
number of walks around Wanstead Flats to highlight the nesting areas. The latest information on
future walks is available at the following link.
http://www.wrengroup.org.uk/diary/
If you have an interest in learning about and
conserving wildlife in East London – mainly in
Wanstead Park and nearby parts of southern
Epping Forest but also in surrounding areas and
neighbouring parts of Essex then please consider
joining The Wren Conservation Group.
http://www.wrengroup.org.uk/about-us/
membership/
Simon Raper

Friends of Wanstead Parklands
Aldersbrook Playground Campaign
One of the reasons families enjoy living in Aldersbrook is the wealth of
green space on our doorstep. However, we believe that much more can
and should be done to provide opportunities for children to engage with
the natural environment in Wanstead Park.
We are calling for the installation of natural play equipment which
complements the surroundings and provides opportunities for children
to climb, swing and slide.
Many young families are moving to the area and the birth rate has
increased by nearly 50% over the past 10 years. We also have a large
primary school with around 650 children.
Despite the large number of children living in and visiting the area, we
lack any form of play equipment for children to use. Redbridge’s own
statistics show that children in Aldersbrook have the worst access to play
equipment in the whole borough.
Sadly, too few children are enjoying the natural environment in the way
that earlier generations have done. We believe that natural play
equipment would not only provide a vital opportunity for young children
to play but also encourage them and their families to explore and enjoy
Wanstead Park.

The recent trend in play equipment is for bespoke equipment made out
of locally sourced wood designed to complement the natural environment and specific location. We believe that this could be incorporated
into Wanstead Park without disturbing the natural features and landscape we all enjoy.
We’re delighted with the support we’ve received so far, from the local
community, Friends of Wanstead Parklands, our local MP, John Cryer,
and councillors Sheila Bain and Paul Merry.
We are currently working with the City of London and Redbridge
Council to identify a site and funding. We’re also developing draft plans
with play equipment designers who have experience of working on
Epping Forest and Grade II* listed parkland.
We hope you will show your support for this initiative by signing our
petition
http://tinyurl.com/kwdmtp9 and joining our Facebook group http://
tinyurl.com/ov4jch3.
For more information email aldersbrookplayground@gmail.com.
Jo Blackman
Aldersbrook Playground Campaign

The 'Riding the Roding'
project has been awarded
£105,000 funding from the
Mayor of London's Big
Green Fund after a public
poll.
From Thursday 22 January
residents had the chance
to back the Borough by
submitting their online vote
for the project, one of
seven that was bidding for
funding. The votes closed
on Monday 2 March.
Thanks to the public's
support the 'project can
now become a reality. It
aims to make some of the
Borough's best riverside
open space accessible to
walkers, cyclists and less
abled people.
It will create a new riverside
cycle path between
Wanstead Park Road
Recreation Ground and
Redbridge Roundabout.
It will connect the already
completed south and north
sections of the Roding
Valley Way greenway.
The project will enhance
the river too; improvement
works on this stretch of the
river Roding will substantially
enhance the ecology of
the river, improving its
aesthetic appeal and
providing better habitat for
birds such as kingfishers.
The project will see the
re-opening of the much
missed Coronation Bridge
over the river Roding, the
main access point into
Wanstead Park for residents
living the other side of the
A406.
You can find out more
about the project
on Redbridgei
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Find us at http://www.wansteadpark.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/46936535702/
Contact us at wanstead.parklands@googlemail.com

STOP PRESS:
as always your committee
welcomes new members –
several key posts are vacant
including;
Hon. Secretary
Events Coordinator
We
would
welcome
volunteers willing to take on
either portfolios or individual
tasks. All are welcome to
attend our monthly meetings
to meet us and see how we
work. You will not be pressed
to do anything you don’t
wish to!

APPEAL-An urgent appeal
to members who have not
done so to renew their
membership. To renew just
go to www.wansteadpark.org.uk/
membership

Why not consider life
membership?

A summary of the results of
the recent
Wanstead Parklands
consultation can be found
here
https://
consult.cityoflondon.gov.uk/
consult.ti/
wanstead.park.project/
listresponses

FRIENDS OF WANSTEAD PARKLANDS:
In 2009 a group of local people reactivated the
dormant Friends of Wanstead Parklands group to
raise public awareness of the history and
ecology of Wanstead Park and to campaign for
its preservation and enhancement. Wanstead
Park is where Epping Forest meets east London.

For an area so close to residential development,
there is an abundant variety of plant, animal and
other natural life, as well as more than a hundred
bird species (around fifty breeding there). The
varied habitats include lakes and ponds,
woodlands, open rough grassland and mown
playing fields. The Park's history is also
extraordinary.

It was the site of Colen Campbell's great
Wanstead House, built from 1715 for the Child
family, and demolished in 1824. The grounds - of
which important features remain - were one of
the finest examples of English Landscape
Movement of the 18th Century (the Park is now
listed Grade 2*). A previous house was occupied
by Elizabeth's minister Robert Dudley, Earl of
Leicester. Recent work has demonstrated that
Wanstead Park has been occupied since preRoman times.

