
WANSTEAD PARK PICTURE ROUND 

 
1. The lake in this photo is named 
after something edible. What is it? 
 
 

 
2. The tree which produces this 
distinctive seed was native to the 
Balkans. In which century was it 
introduced into England? 

 
3. During the First World War, 
when Germany was under 
blockade, acorns were used 
there to make a coffee 
substitute. Which German word 
became used as an English 
adjective connoting an inferior 
substitute of any kind? 

 
4. In which year was this animal 
last reported in Wanstead Park? 
Answers correct to within two 
years either way will be 
accepted. 

 
5. Autumn leaf No 1. Which 
species of tree does this come 
from? 

 
6. This demolished local landmark 
took its name from a European 
country. Which one? 

 
7. Autumn leaf No 2. Which 
species of tree does this come 
from? 

 
8 The Wilton Memorial, in St 
Mary’s Churchyard, was said to 
have had a practical purpose. 
What was it? 

 
9. Autumn leaf No 3. Which 
species of tree does this come 
from? 

10. A famous visitor to the Grotto 
in Wanstead was Charles-Joseph 
Lamoral, 7th Prince de Ligne. He 
was a close friend of a notorious 
Venetian adventurer and 
memoirist who was patronised 
by the Grotto’s owner, Lord 
Tylney. Who was this? 



11. Autumn leaf No 4. Which 
species of tree does this come 
from? 

 
12. This small member of the 
heron family, seen here on the 
Ornamental Water, was almost 
hunted to extinction for its 
feathers, which were used to trim 
ladies’ hats. What is it? 

13. This cartoon depicts an 
unsuccessful suitor for the hand 
of Catherine Tylney-Long, 
heiress to Wanstead. His later 
wife acquired a connection with 
Australia. Who was he? 
 
 

 
14. What is this aquatic bird, 
seen here in the Heronry Pond? 

 
15. Autumn leaf No 5. Which 
species of tree does this come 
from? 

 
16. This fox was spotted on 
Wanstead Golf Course. Who 
referred to fox-hunting as “the 
unspeakable in pursuit of the 
uneatable”? 

17. There is an urban legend that 
ring-necked parakeets first 
escaped into the wild in London 
during the making of which 
famous film? 

18. What is the common name 
for this wild flower? 

19. Louis Antoine de Bourbon, 
Duc d’Enghien, was shot in 1804 
in Paris on the orders of 
Napoleon Bonaparte. What was 
his connection with Wanstead? 

20. Which useful substance can 
be improvised using these fungi? 

 



ANSWERS 

1. The lake has been known as the “Shoulder of Mutton Pond” since the nineteenth century. 

2. Conkers are the seeds of the horse chestnut tree, which was introduced into England from the Balkans in the seventeenth century. 

3. Ersatz. 

4. The last sighting of a red squirrel in Wanstead Park was in 1947. 

5. Oak. 

6. Switzerland (the Swiss Cottage stood on the site now occupied by the former police block known as Belgrave Heights). 

7. Sweet chestnut. 

8. It was said to have been used as a watcher’s box, to guard against resurrectionists, or body snatchers.  

9. London plane. 

10. Giacomo Casanova, who dedicated a volume of his translation of Homer’s “Iliad” to Lord Tylney. 

11. Beech. 

12. Egret 

13. William, Duke of Clarence, later King William IV. His wife, Adelaide of Saxe-Meiningen, gave her name to the capital of South Australia. 

14. Great crested grebe. 

15. Horse chestnut. 

16. Oscar Wilde 

17. “The African Queen”, which was partly made at Isleworth Studios. The story is untrue – feral parakeets were already present in the London area. 

18. Mallow  

19. The Duke’s father, Louis-Joseph de Bourbon, Prince de Condé, was tenant of Wanstead House between 1802 and 1810. 

20. Ink. 


