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Epping Forest Centenary Trust, established in 1978,  
has been carrying out practical habitat conservation 
work in Epping Forest for more than 30 years. Based 
at the Warren Lodge adjacent to the Conservators, 
much of its work has taken place in the Chingford, 
Loughton and Epping areas of the Forest.  

Occasionally we have been able to undertake work 
further south in the Forest. The Annual Scout        
Project, which we coordinate, has completed work in 
Gilbert Slade, Eagle Pond, Bulrush Pond  and Leyton 
Flats over the years. 

During the autumn of 2013, the Epping Forest      
Centenary Trust was able to work on Evelyn Avenue,  
on the southern edge of Bush Wood, Leytonstone. 

Thanks to the Conservators for helping to get the 
work programme set up and good to work with the 
Bush Wood Conservation Group and Lakehouse 
Lake Project.  

About our Green Team and the Happy Loppers 

Our Green Team has run since 1982 and works every Thursdays. Whilst the same members have not 
been with us all that time, most of the current members have been doing habitat conservation work for 
over ten years and are quite experienced. They pride themselves on using a ‘light touch’ and work best on 
smaller sites where a sensitive approach is essential. The team is currently managed by EFCT Volunteer 
Team Leader Peter Adams.  

 

The Happy Loppers are a regular Friday group whose adult participants have some learning difficulties. 
Again many have been with us for over ten years, so are very skilled with loppers and bow saws. The 
Group is led by our Conservation Officer, David Miller, supported by volunteer leaders. 

 

Green Team Volunteer Leader Peter Adams said; 

‘We often receive supportive comments from passers-

by, but the Team were heartened by both the number 

of passers by who stopped for a chat and the large 

number of them who made positive comments’. 
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Evelyn Avenue was  laid out as part of the extensive 
Wanstead Park landscaping scheme centuries ago.  
This double avenue had been restored in the recent 
past and the replacement plantings protected with 
hawthorns and roses.   

 

Where the Avenue extends onto Wanstead Flats, the 
ground conditions are so poor that hardly any trees 
survived. In the opposite direction the trees were 
being out-competed by the companion plantings or by 
scrub that is increasingly spreading across the 
grassland. In November 2013, the Green Team 
assisted by the Happy Loppers, focussed on the 
south western half of the Avenue, which marches 
away  from Bush Wood.   

 

To restore the Avenue, the Green Team concentrated 
on removing some of the larger trees, whilst the 
Happy Loppers focussed mainly on trimming back the 
vegetative growth at the base of the Limes and 
trimming back overhead branches to open up views. 
They also cut back secondary trunks of smaller 
avenue trees to promote growth of their leading 
shoots.  

 Evelyn Avenue—the works 

  

We were pleased that the recent Volunteer Awards 
evening run by the Corporation of London recognised 
a  number of our volunteers for their hours of work on 
the Forest. 

 
Green Team members Steve Carter and Stephen 
Collinson received Gold Awards and Peter Adams a 
Silver Award. Happy Loppers David Green and Nigel 
Baldwin with volunteer leaders, Alan Bailey and Alan 
Munt received Gold Awards, Graham Cox received a 
Silver Medal  and Sam Capps and Kerrie Johnson 
received Bronze Medals.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rewards all round 

Evelyn Avenue received a total contribution of 188 

hours, with 88 hours from the Green Team and 

100 hours from the Happy Loppers. 

 

Green Team Volunteer Leader Peter Adams said 
‘We often receive supportive comments from passers-

by, but the Team were heartened by both the number 

of passers by, who stopped for a chat and the large 

number of them who made positive comments’. 
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‘Working on another site doing something a little bit 

different was greatly enjoyed by everyone, if not the 

dragging of the cuttings to a distant brashings pile!’ 

David Miller 


