
Briefing note re Wanstead Flats Muster, Briefing and Deb-briefing Centre
Olympics London 2012

Background

During the Olympic and Paralympic Games millions of additional visitors will come to the Capital
for the biggest sporting event which London and the UK has ever seen. During the Games, the
Metropolitan Police Service will deploy a large number of officers across London in order to
ensure the safety and security of the events, venues and crucially all residents_& visitors to the
capital.

A consistent daily briefing for all officers and staff policing the Games is a key requirement. These
will be conducted in temporary briefing centres specially built for the Games period called Muster
Briefing and Deployment Centres. This is a tried and tested part of policing operations - for
example, used for a number of years at the Notting Hill Carnival. The briefing centres allow for the
most up to date intelligence to be given to officers over staggered periods at the centre.

During 2012 a number of events are taking place across whole of London. As this is a large
geographical area, the London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games (LOCOG), the
Games organisers, have divided London into three zones of operation. We have developed our
policing plans in line with this and identified a need for three temporary briefing centres. This
includes one briefing centre to cover the Park Zone - the area around the Olympic Park, Victoria
Park and Stratford. The location for this is the fairground area of Wan stead Flats.

Further temporary briefing centres have been constructed at Blackheath Army Cadet Centre for
the River Zone - the area around Greenwich, and Battersea Power Station for the Central Zone
which includes Hyde Park, Horse Guards Parade & Wembley

Following a public consultation concluding in November 2010, the MPS submitted a planning
application to Redbridge Council for a temporary muster briefing and deployment centre on
Wan stead Flats during the Olympic and Paralympic Games. Planning permission was granted at
the Council's Regulatory Committee on 24 February 2011 subject to conditions.

Why was Wanstead Flats chosen?

When the need was identified for a briefing site in east London, an extensive search was
conducted focusing on large open spaces in the area. The search focused on robust criteria to
ensure that any proposed site would meet our operational requirement. The criteria included:

· Proximity to the areas to be policed to avoid too much delay in deploying officers following their
briefing
· Availability - at the time of searching for a location, a number of sites were unable to confirm
whether other Games related activity would be taking place on these.
· Size and capacity of site
· Accessibility - main transport links and good access onto road networks
· Distance from residential areas
· Security of site
· Supportive Landowner/Caretaker - permission of the Landowner or Caretaker was required for
any proposed site. The City of London Corporation, after discussions, agreed to the use but only
subject to a full public consultation process. This, the MPS has complied with.

In adhering to these criteria the MPS found that Wanstead Flats is the only viable location for
such a centre.



When will the briefing centre be in use?

The temporary briefing centre will be in use 24/7 although the majority of activity will take place
during daylight hours before, during and after events, The level of activity will be influenced by the
events timetable over the Olympic period. Activity started in June 2012 with the assembly and will
finish in September 2012 after the Paralympics. The site will only be occupied for around 90 days.

How will it impact upon users of the Flats?

The temporary briefing centre will occupy just a small area of Wanstead Flats. The rest of the
Flats will remain open and free for local residents and others to enjoy. The site is 3.5 hectares,
which is 2% of the total area of Wanstead Flats, The MBDC footprint occupies an area already
used for fairs, Circuses and firework displays.

How can we be sure that you will be leaving the site?

The proposed amendment to the Epping Forest Act 1878, via a proposed Legislative Reform
Order (LRO), is strictly limited to the unique policing need in the summer of 2012. No lasting
powers relating to Wan stead Flats or Epping Forest will be conferred on the Police or any other
bodies. The Epping Forest Act 1878 will revert back to its full protection at the end of MPS use.

Funding of site

The MPS are paying a rent based on the commercial valuation for a site of this size and location
for the period associated with the Olympic and Paralympic Games. This agreed sum available for
the City of London Corporation to distribute amounts to £170,000. This money will be used by
the City Corporation to improve facilities.

Consultation Process

A range of consultation events have taken place, arranged both by the MPS for the Planning
application process and also the Home Office in relation to the LRO process. The Wanstead
MBDC community access day is in support of the Metropolitan Police Service's commitment to
inform & manage disruption to the local community.

Conclusion

The requirement for the MBDCs is based on a proven method of delivery as highlighted. The
MPS recognises the significance of the use of Wanstead Flats but the delivery of the MBDC is
absolutely critical to the policing operation due to the scale and period of delivery. The site will be
protected by ensuring compliance with Planning conditions and scrutiny by Local Authority
officers.
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